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The Mossawa Center, the Advocacy Center for Palestinian Arab citizens in
Israel, was established in 1999 in order to promote the economic, social,
cultural, and political rights of the Palestinian Arab minority in Israel,
and the recognition of this community as a national indigenous minority with
its own national, cultural, and historical distinctiveness. In addition, the
Mossawa Center seeks to promote a democratic society and acts against all
forms of discrimination.
The Mossawa Center engages in a variety of spheres to achieve its mission,
including:
Advocacy in Israel, on the Knesset and governmental levels
International advocacy, amongst political decision-makers and on the
grassroots level
Economic research and state budget analysis
Community organizing and youth engagement
Strengthening Arab civil society through capacity- and network-building
Outreach to the Jewish community
Media advocacy
Palestinian Arab Citizens of Israel
The population of Palestinian Arabs in Israel is 1.8 million, representing 21
percent of the total Israeli population. (This number does not include
Palestinians living in the occupied territories, who do not have
citizenship.) Most live in Arab-majority towns and cities such as Nazareth,
Umm al-Fahm, and Rahat, and in mixed Arab-Jewish cities such as Haifa and
Acre.
The Israeli government has consistently and systematically discriminated
against the Palestinian Arab community, despite their status as citizens,
since the country’s founding in 1948, and over the last 15 years,
discrimination and racism against minority groups has increased
significantly. This discrimination manifests itself in many aspects of daily
life for Palestinian Arab citizens. The Arab community in Israel suffers from
land confiscation and inequitable administration, home demolitions,
systematic attacks on their civil rights, and racial incitement. Moreover, as
a result of discrimination in state budgeting, nearly 50 percent of
Palestinian Arab families live below the national poverty line and eight of
the ten poorest localities in Israel are Arab towns.
On the other hand, education levels have increased significantly since 2000.
As of 2018, 29 percent of Palestinian Arab women and 20 percent of
Palestinian Arab men in Israel had completed 16+ years of schooling, compared

to 20 percent and 15 percent, respectively, in 2000.
Despite the challenges it faces, the Palestinian Arab minority is more than a
victimized community: Palestinian Arab citizens constitute an integral
component of Israel’s social and political fabric and, because of its unique
position, the Palestinian Arab minority has unrivaled potential to foster
mutual understanding and trust between Palestinians and Israelis and,
ultimately, a just peace.
State Budget Advocacy and Economic Development Projects
The Mossawa Center is the only civil society organization in Israel that
comprehensively analyzes the state budget and its implications for the
country’s Palestinian Arab citizens. The Center produces a report each year
on the needs of the community in contrast to the budget allocated to it. The
Mossawa Center’s State Budget Analysis provides members of the Knesset, civil
society organizations, local authorities, and citizens with the details
needed to effectively advocate for more equitable fiscal policy. The Mossawa
Center also engages in direct advocacy regarding the state budget – on the
Knesset and governmental levels, as well as in the court system.
Besides discrimination in state budgeting on the national level, one of the
greatest impediments to the socioeconomic wellbeing of the Palestinian Arab
community is the ecnomic health of Arab local authorities. Drawing on its
state budget expertise, the Mossawa Center works with local authorities to
access funds from the central government, and to build and implement budgets
in an effective manner. Since 2017, the Mossawa Center has been working with
the Palestinian Arab village of Jisr al-Zarqa – the poorest locality in
Israel – where the majority of inhabitants live below the poverty line. The
Mossawa Center, in cooperation with local authorities, the Arab Center for
Alternative Planning, and the Legal Clinics at Tel Aviv University, has begun
to unlock Jisr al-Zarqa’s economic potential. The ongoing project has so far
resulted in the allocation of millions of shekels, vast infrastructural
improvements, and increased involvement of the community in the village’s
future.
Legal Advocacy
The Israeli legal system has been riddled for decades with institutionalized
discrimination against its Palestinian Arab citizens – despite their
supposdely equal status as citizens of the state. The Mossawa Center seeks to
transform this reality, advocating for equal rights through legislation and
challenging discriminatory laws through litigation.
In the current
attacks on the
legal advocacy
monitoring and

political climate, with the rate and scope of legislative
Palestinian Arab community on the rise, the Mossawa Center’s
team has found itself increasingly on the defensive,
combating a raft of discriminatory legislation.

In July 2018, for example, the Israeli parliament passed the highly
contentious “Israel as the Nation-State of the Jewish People” law. As a Basic
Law, it enshrines in constitutional statute the second-class status of

Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel, downgrading the standing of the Arabic
language and explicitly denying non-Jews the right to national selfdetermination. The law also allows for segregation in housing and planning, a
practice that was formerly rampant but had at least been subject to judicial
recourse. The law repeatedly privileges the State’s Jewish identity, without
once referencing equality or democracy.
In the most recent Knesset, the Mossawa Center engaged in extensive advocacy
against Culture Minister Miri Regev’s “Loyalty in Culture” bill, which seeks
to silence Palestinian and progressive cultural institutions that are
critical of the state and its policies. Fortunately, this bill was shelved –
but other discriminatory pieces of legislation have made it through the
Knesset in recent years, including: The Expulsion Law (designed to make it
easier to expel Palestinian Arab Knesset members); the Kaminitz Law (aimed at
construction in the Arab sector); and the NGO Law (aimed at limiting the
activtiy of anti-occupation nonprofit organizations).
The Mossawa Center also engages in strategic litigation on behalf of
Palestinian Arab citizens, as well as on behalf of the greater public
interest. Areas of litigation include issues of police brutality and racial
incitement, as well as discrimination in social, economic, and cultural
spheres.
Palestinian Arab Citizens of Israel During the COVID-19 Outbreak
Amid the coronavirus pandemic, the Palestinian Arab community in Israel has
had to deal with another major problem: Deliberate failure by the Israeli
government to address its public health needs. In response, the Mossawa
Center has stepped in to lead an intense advocacy and awareness campaign in
order to help the Palestinian Arab community in Israel cope with the COVID-19
outbreak. We were on the front line as one of the first organizations to
produce and broadcast videos in the Arabic language with Palestinian Arab
medical professionals, and we flooded the media on the needs of the
community. Here are some more of the other projects and initiatives we have
carried out over the last few months to address the crisis.
Health Services and Testing
At the outset of the outbreak, testing facilities and healthcare services
were concentrated exclusively in major Jewish localities. Thanks to intense
advocacy, however, we were able to accomplish the following in the
Palestinian Arab community:
The establishment of testing sites in the major Arab localities of
Nazareth, Umm al-Fahm, Taybeh, Rahat, Tira, and the Triangle area.
The opening of coronavirus clinics and treatment facilities. Ensuring
the equal deployment of respirators.
Arranging for isolation centers for patients.
The allocation of resources for patient tracing. The provision of
priority testing, care, and training for senior-care teams and the
strengthening of nursing home care.

Information Availability
One of the most dangerous problems facing the Palestinian Arab community
amidst the outbreak has been the lack of information provided to it by the
government. Consequently, we have worked to fill this need by:
Pushing the Health Ministry to provide information in Arabic about the
outbreak on its website.
Launching a dedicated page in Arabic on our own website where we
translate and merge all the information relevant and vital to the
Palestinian Arab community on a single page.
Working with the Joint List faction in Knesset and the High Follow-Up
Committee for Arab Citizens of Israel, an extra-parliamentary group, to
raise awareness about necessary precautions and actions the community
must take. This included hosting a live Q&A about the virus with Dr.
Mogher Khamaisi, Director of the Department of Internal Medicine at
Rambam Health Care Campus.
Welfare and Food Security
Scarcity of food and welfare services has emerged as another problem that
will impact the Palestinian Arab community disproportionately. In response,
we are working to combat the issue by:
Demanding that the Ministry of Social Affairs expand its aid programs
and provide Palestinian Arab families in need with food packages.
Advocating for the allocation of 450,000 hot meals for the elderly.
Pushing for the allocation of 300,000 vouchers worth 300 NIS (approx.
$85) each for families in need.
Helping people apply for unemployment benefits.
Securing over 400 food packages through our community solidarity
initiative in Haifa.
Advocacy in Support of the Palestinian Arab Community’s Public Health Needs
The Mossawa Center has also been active in the Knesset, where we reach out to
Knesset members on pressing issues, forward documents containing the demands
of the Palestinian Arab community and local councils, and follow up on
matters being discussed by the relevant Knesset committees. On the government
level, we present the demands of the Arab community, together with experts
and emergency staff, in addition to facilitating connections between
Palestinian Arab local councils and government ministries regarding the needs
of the Palestinian Arab community in fighting the spread of coronavirus.
Coordination and Management
In cooperation with the High Follow-Up Committee and others, we have
established a robust network in order to ensure that our efforts are carried
out effectively and maintained successfully throughout the Palestinian Arab
community. We have done so by:
Establishing headquarters in mixed cities (such as Haifa) and major
Palestinian Arab localities in order to coordinate activities between

organizations and extend our reach to all members of the community.
Establishing headquarters in the Negev in order to coordinate community
activities in the unrecognized Bedouin villages.
Communicating and coordinating with local municipalities in order to
effectively allocate resources and report data to relevant government
ministries and bodies.
Additional information about the Mossawa Center and all our efforts can be
found on our website in English, http://www.mossawa.org/eng/
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